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Jrom the [di tor's <:?hair 
Misha p : Just when I na s getting bu sy on l as t month's number I had 
n fall on an i cy petoh of r oad , and bru is ed my ri ght arm and wrist 
r ather badly . As a result, I found pr eparatio n, addressing the 
envelopes , et c. r a th er trying. Should I have missed anyo ne 
please l a t me kn0i7. It als o mennt I got int o arrears t1i th rrq 
correspo ndenc e. Bor;evar , I hope to catch up soo11i. 

****** 
COMICS: Bill Lof t s and othe r s have sugge s ted we have a "Comics 
~., ; arti c le s deal i ng r.i th tt..e real comic a of courso of pre 
uar days . Woll it s eems a good idea to roo, and th ere I s plen ty of 
material to dra i7 upon. So uho ' 11 ma.lee a ate.rt ? 

*"**** 
~ z Bi ll i,!artin get s scores of lett ers i n :response to his 
adve rt s . but very fer.• contain stamped-addressed env el opes . Ho 
uould a.pprociate it if you t10ul d sl i p ono i n nhon ma.king e.n en quir y. 

**** .. 
DEATH OF TOD SLAUGHTER I That gre.nd ol d trou pe r of the theatre, 
Tod Sl,.ught er di ed suddenly at Derb y on Smdey, Februa r y 19th. 

Tod waa, of cours e, beat k:nO"illl for bis 11&.lcancy Todd, t ho 
Demon Barber. 11 

Ho at ono time had a big co ll ecti on of Vi ct orian ' b l oods'. 
Ho u as also int cr os t od in Sext on Blnk o . 

When be app eared at the "Empi re" , York, some ti me ago Ja ck 
Wood bad an interestin g chat with him . AB they parted Tod sai d 
with a chuckle "Vlell, I must ge 1: across to tb e th~atre t o me.lee 
somo bl ood . 11 

* * * * * 11;..NSWERS11 IS DEADi "Answers" s tarted in 1888 a s 11.Arumer s t o 
Corres ponde nts" f olde d up la st mont h . Pl ans wer e to ce a se 
~isall. Qn on Fabniary 25th..li'illL.liQ.-J33.0.._but ov1ing t o the 
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trouble in t he printing trade it finished a week earlio r. No 
hin t of the ooming domiso appoarod in that number, t hus the Bil l 
Lofte of the fUUl r e may be sot a pr oblem 11\Thon did ' J.nswors ' die? 11 

The ro aaon given in the newspapers some timo boforo the fold up 
happonod was "the ever rising cost of production". 

" lJ1sr1ers '1 was not actually in our proVince, of course, but 
t her e '!":arc links . For about ~o yeore in pre 1914 days it ran 
short Sexton Blake stories and Sydney Gouing, whom many of ou r 
older morober e remember tith a.:ffection as David Goodwin , nr oto 
severa l of its fam ous se r ials tmder the pen-name, John Gooduin . 
Arthur Clarke and Leonard Shiel ds wore also two of its rogu l ar 
artists. 

Yours sinco r oly, 

HERBERT LECKE!IBY • 

**********************'*'******"*********************'*"*************** 
l.!Y COLLECTIO!l1 !lo . 10 

By W. O. C. Lof ts 

It uas 2nd September 1933 , and it uas my birthday; I t'las ten 
years old . I can remember the day o.s it it 1"1as yesterday . I Ba:t7 

displaJ,·od in the wi ndor. of our locel ner,sagents shop the cover of 
e new boy ' s paper which had the \Ulusua.1 Dl'.me of "Jlotspur'' • Its 
cover portreyed a huge eegle , and. they gave a"ffay a. b l c'.Ck mn3k as 
e. free gift £or t he fir s t issue . I ran. home to my mot her, r.nd 
esked her to buy me this pupor ao a birthdny gift overy ll'eek until 
I got too old to reA<i this kind of book . 

This wes m.y first t;\ste of boy' e papers ; pr eviously I h11.d 
re&.d like other nor mal childre n th e numzirous comics rrhich uere on 
snle to the juvenile public at that time . Sur p risingly onough 
some of my favourite comics t1oro of the lossor k.no,m one ' a col 
l ec ted t oda.y , these t10r e printed ~t Bnt h, nnd had such names as 
11Terget 11 , 11Dazzle r 11, 11Rocke t 11 Md 11 Chuckl or 11 • My favou ri te school 
was Red Circle in th e 11Hots pur". I used to loo k fornard to the 
adventures of Di xio Dale , Mr. Smugg , and a l azy bo y t.i t h the nt-.me 
of Do1>.d-wido-Dick . Unliko tho characters in t he 0 14.agnet" and 
"Gem", tho characte r s in this sch ool did grow up , and oven t oday 
this schoo l is s t ill foaturod in the pagos of the " Hot spur". In 
th ose days nearly all boys that I came into contact with either 
at school or in ploy, seemed to read the Thomson papers , and the r e 
was no doubt th at th e "Wizard", " Skip!:'e r ", 0 Rover 11

, "Adventure" 



and "Hotspur" were more wi dely r oad than t ho A. P. pap er s . I never 
used to r oa d th e "Magno t" o r 11Cem11 aru.ch at that tim o, in fact th e 
on ly boy that I kn cm of '7bO did used t o go to tho !Aar ylcbo ne 
Grammer School, (l7here Harry Hornor spe nt his ec boo lda,y s) . I ne ve r 
uaod to co ll ect the papers th en; we ua od t o e i the r o xc hMge them 
,·,ith one 11.nothe r, or at tho l ocal booketa.1 1 whoro Gereld &van (who 
is nor, a Big Publisher) fi rs t startod bis caroo r. I think tha t I 
r o11.d th e "Magno'\:" t":hon I wa s t\bout I O;t, end r e.the r liked tho tnlee 
of Grcyf:rinrs . Cno mai n re11.son why I could not go t on with tho 
11Gom11 was because of th e difficulty in f oll wing tbo speech of 
"Gussy". I e.h;ays used to fi nd dif fi culty in fol l or,in g hi3 rords , 
no doub t due to my oa.rly age.. I al so knor.,. of many boys rrho had 
tho same diff iculty . Often I u sed to foe 1 so rr y for llartin 
Clifford r1hcn I saw stacks of 11Gems" ly in g unsold in the vario us 
neWB080nta. I used to th ink that Cl ifJ ord woul d be out of work . 
Nor1nda.ys I would feel l ike '7I'iting "Dear Mr. Cl i ffor d, Please try 
end cut out Gussy ' s lisp, as I find reading through your "Gems11 

like a. Mll -o-t he -wi sp ." 
I continued t o hav e t he "Hotspu r" every uoo k unt il I was 

cello d up for t he Army in 1942 . Up t o this time I bad never heard 
of Sexton Ill P.ko, end of co urso t he "Unio n J ac k " had fini she d bofo re 
I had started to r ead boy ' a pa pers. 

When I r oturn od from the Far Eas t in 1946 , a ft er doin g s ervice 
in In dia , Burma ond Tibe t, I fi r st r ead of Saxton Blake in the 
lib rn.ri os r,hicb appoa.rod each month .. Thoy s ee med to appeal to mo 
roor o than th o othor Amorican typo of nove l s which rroro appoe.ring 
th en . I used to enjoy th o st or ies eo much thp.t I usod to go round 
ell tho local marke t plncos to pick up th e baalc issues to r oad; 
\7he n some of tho very earl y numbers e lu de d me I r:roto to the El:ii tor 
of the Sexto n Blake Lib rary na.'<ing him to halp mo i n ob taining my 
,1&1ted numbers . He very kindly suggested to mo t o ad.vertiee in 
the 11Exchengc & Hr.rtrr p,,s 1 t was a good paper fo r ono r equ iring any 
spec icl '7Mts. This I did , with some auccoss, an d I rise amazed 
t'lbGn I ba.d copi es of the l at and 2nd s eries sen t t o mo. I ·,7as 
und er t ho impr ess ion that the library bad on l y started i n 1940 by 
t ho numborin g on t ho front . 

Who hr.a not hoard of Petti co at Lana , t he f amous Londo n Market 
Place of rrorld r enOffll held each &lnday mornil'l8, who ro i t is claimed 
one can buy anythi ng from a pin to a rowing boe.t? I usod to soe 
hund r ed o 81ld hundred s of old S. ll. L' s le t and 2nd sori c a at only a 

- - - - -- --- - ------ ----- ---- - --- -



(66 )-------- -- -
fow copp ers on.ch ae lato as 195 1, and also r ofused mn.ny old Red 
M:l.gnets P.t a cboaper price beccuse I did not really collect them . 
To b o qui t o truthfu l I did not know that there ·,:as o.ny valuo 
attac hod t o them and though t tbe.t I <1ns th e on l y person ..-bo co l 
lected sucb papc3re . 

I bought ffiAllY of th e S. B.L' s ond aomotimos o. fct7 Magn o ts. 
I also 1110t a Mr. Grogg ono &mday uho bc.d colloct ed every S.B . L. 
from th e first issue 191 5. Ho livod in Kensington Garde ns Square , 
and died not lon g before I been.mo acquainted m. th the C. D. I 
nev er kne? what became of t ho s.B.L' e e.s -r,hen I CA.lled to se e him 
one evenin g I was just told ho hr.d died c.nd that o.11 his book s 
bad been dispos ed of by a West-end de.'.1.l er. 

My first connection v.i. th othe r people uho had the so.JOO in tor
es t es myself in collecting boy ' s books l>A.s Tom Hopperton I s 110ld 
Boy • e Boo l Collector" t'lhich nas advertised in the "Exchange & 
Mart" Md through this I board of th e existence of t he C.D. 

V.'bon I had purc hoscd my first f = copi es of the C. D. I be g an 
to fee l rntber MD.Oyed at th e r epeated attr.cks on tho wri tin gs of 
John Hunt e r, especially in th o 11Blakian a 11 s ec tion. I l'IYSolf 
rr.t her likod his s tories and found all his happonings i .n stor i e s 
true to lif e r.nd int or e sting. So I wro t e t o John Hunter saying 
"That despi to oth er read e rs ' dis lik e o f your stori e s, I like the?D". 
Ho wrot e back nnd I shortly met him whilst on holiday nt 17orthi ng . 
Since then I have soon him often , nnd be is a very good fnond 
of mine . 

?low the important part of my story; w.hat of nzy col l oction, 
wha t sort of collection h&s th o man l7ho wri tos such e lot of 
various articles on all so rt s of papers . V.'oll to ate.rt ,vi.th my 
co ll ec t ion is like my articles , o f vn..rious k in ds . To start with 
I have Magnet s from Number 2 and 3 upwards, som e in ea ch period 
of its run, abou t n hundred different numbe r <me ' s including 
"Wizard 11

, 
11Hotspur 11

, "Skippor", " Rove r", "Adventure", 11Red Arrow", 
11VMguard 11, "J ac ka Pape r 11 , 11Rovoring 11 , "Union Jnck 11

, 
11Po pul a r 11

, 

"Mode rn Boy", "Mode.rn Wonde rn, "Pala" , "Boys .Mngnzin c 11 and many 
of th e Victorian Era. Some v:u-i.ous Ll oyds "Bloods 11 Mint Xmns 
numbers of Comiics , some of tho "Horro r Comics" which I keep in 
contrRSt to them . And hundreds of various libraries, many o~ 
which are unkncmn t o r ec.dors of' the C. D. Those include "Ta rg e t 
Library", "C. I.D. Librory" (an imitation of tho S. B. L. ) <thicb hod 
stories in le-tor issues of that mast er o f :fiction tho Into 0r.yn 
EvMs 1 "V!ond er Librllry" publishe d by th e A. P. very aim1 l ar :to the 
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B. F.L. (An nrticle rli ll bo in the C. D. ehortly about th i s paper) , 
Popular Library and many othe rs far too numerous t o ment i on here . 
I also have many book s of datR and jo tting s about most of the 
f avouri t e pape rs of our youth , some parts publ i shed and some ye t 
to be ~rit t en . I have ·"'-complete list of every c omi c published 
since t he fi r st ti-ue comic v,as ever publ i s hed "Ally S.opers licl.f -
holidny" in Mey, 1884. . 

Uostl y I ~JD endeavou rin g to obtain a cop y of eve ry boys pE\per 
publish od. This I kn ow is indeed a hard task, bu t I am sti ll 
young , and I have pl enty of time to got t hera. I do got grea t 
enjoyme nt from meeting othe r colle ct or s in al l pr.rt e of tho country . 
I have mot meny TI"ho say I em the on ly collocto r of tho C. D. Circle 
thoy have met. Nl3 coll ect or t1i th a feu hours 1:o spa.re in tho 
London Arca is alrtf\YS welcome to come and see my oolloc ti on of Boy ' s 
Pnpe r s , Comics , lJEmuscrip t s end various other interestin g items . 

************* .... ** ... ******************"*************************** 

ElRJ( /4JVR 
Conduc t e d by J OSEl'RI!IE P t,C!Q.!J,.11 

27, Ar chdt\lo Rot.d, Ee.st Du~llicb 1 l.ond on s.E. 22. 

It has come to something t1hen the sales of t he S.B . L. hiwe to 
be boos t ed by garnishing the covers m th lur i d pictures such ae 
grace t ho Februr-r3 i ssues . Vlhat e. pity t he i1. P. no longer ho ld 
t o their o l d- es t ablished policy of publishing on l y fir s t-class 
mat e r ia l in their publications, ins t oad of r eso rtin g t o such trane
pa:rently dubi ou s meth ods. 

\Too sa i d tbc.t bror.ain g round books t alls d i dn 1 t Pt'LY di vidend s ? 
A f ew "rroeks ago my husband broke his journey home f ro m th e Of f ice 
t o have e. look around a bookst al l. Bel ieve it or not , he pic ked 
up 80 S. B.L' e 2nd s er ies betwee n Nos . 170 and 250 and 26 bemee n 
600 Md 650. Bo r:-as told t ha t they had ha d a l ot more but "t hey 
bad gone l ike hot c ake e 11 ! Horrever, it appears that o number of 
peop l e r eturn their books to thi s sta ll when r ead , so the t t he r e 
is th e prosp ect of more t o come . In point of f a ct Len hes already 
obtA.i.ned a half a dozen or more P.8 a r e sult. It on l y goes t o shot. 
t hat you neve r knou your l uck! 

JOSIE PACI01iJI. 

*************"**'**** 
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THE BEST - A.IID THE WCRST 
by W. H. Goodhead 

P.IJ!T THREE 

The cam pr.ign opened fo r Bl ake in P. epeo t R.cul ar m.:mner. In 
the guise of Monsieur Ju l es Bontemps, one of th e l oading e xponents 
of th e th eory p.nd pr actic e of AnP.rchiam in lli.ro pe , ho ~a.a nnturally 
r ec e i vod with ope n nrms by his Serbovic.n comrades. The fraternal 
proceedings were curtailed, however , in n d.rsme t ic manner .. Comrade 
Kar l o ff, nmongst thos e present , r,as demounced by ComrC'.de LeVinsk y, 
nls o amongst those pr e se nt, as a Br i tish Sec r e t Service spy; and 
titts forthr1ith shot on th e spot . This must have given Blake a 
se vere j olt. Al though not a spy in t he strict sense of the word, 
h i s peculiar posi t ion would ht1.ve been r ather diff ic ult t o explain 
t o hie i mpetuo us c on freres . Fortunately f o;- hi m, hO'iVever, at 
thi s s tage th e buildi ng ca ught fire, and the witch hunt was nban 
done dt in f r.vour of a. ge ner r.1 11 $P..Uve qui Peut 11 • 

In th e ensui ng me lee , Bl ake mo.nngo d t o h~~vc <'- fer1 lost v,or ds 
mth his dy i ng compa tr io t, C<1ptain Arthur Crny , D. s . o . , i.;.c. Al 
t houg h the whole scen e h.n.d a. strong 11Bc nu Goete" ntmosphe re, jus t 
t1ha t Capte in Cray wr.e doing thero wa.a never e::r:plPined . On t he 
uhole , i t \7AB r ath er l\ pu.zzl ing littl e incid e nt. 

Wasting no t imo, Bl ake SUJ!lllOne d Sple.s h Pngo nnd Ruf'f He.noon 
fo r an irnmedfato Counc il of We.I at the Hot0 l Ori ental e , t he meeti n g 
pl aco of Krakov 'a socinl l if e . Unfortun ately, ti.ro :fellor .; gu e sts 
a t the Orienta.lo were Lou Ta.rr t'.nt and Col ono l Tony , in their 
f ami liar dis guise of ch nrmin g r,i dOi.'.' n.nd suee t littl e boy ; and 
whil s t doin g n lit tl e fr ee - lanci ng in s er.roh of l oose jewe llery, 
Tony overh eard th oir conversation. Bringing his looting oxpod.1 -
t i on to en abrup t c oncl us ion, ho r:as t e d no ti me i n i nf orming Karl 
that h.is arch enemy r,a a s till in th o lnnd of tho livin g . Af t er 
his sing venomou s ly, snarling furi ousl y nnd a llo '7ing a smile of 
fiend ish cruelty to t cis t his lips, Krxl l ea pt int o e.ction , and 
cat ching Blake of f gun.rd .for once bA.d him kidnapped Md inc a rc e r fl.
t od in the gloom.y and imprognnble f ortr e ss of Orl ov Ci,s tlo. 

J"t l ong l as t , bot1ewr , th e n ot \7ns closing ro un d t ho Double 
Fou r. f~lt h ough Bl ~.ke ua s o Cp.ptive , a.nd book ed for an e:-.rly 
cx i t vi a. n rep li c a of t he Iron l1niden of Nurombur g which Kar l ke pt 
in hie dun geo ns for su ch ome r gonci os, in Ruf f Hanson ho had l e f t 
be hind him o. more than oe.pn bl o li eute nant . Hie ti ts moving a l most 
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P.a fnet as his guns, be presented himse l f at tbe headquarters of the 
Revolutio nary Council as a member of the I. W. l7. a.nd a. bosom :frie nd 
of Uonsiour Bontemps. Apprising them of tho situat i on ttnd giving 
a pro.ctical domons t ration of his pa:1er e of gun -p lay whioh probRb ly 
endoared him to tho comrades moro tbn.n anything eleo, ho !las ndm:ittcd 
to the Council l"li. th cons i de r able acclamRtion . 

The Council i taolf had i t5 full complomcnt of colourful and 
pictu r cs quo chare ct ors . The r o t•ne Strogoff the ginnt, S.."'.X'noff t ho 
drug - f i end r.nd Lovin sky the Lovantima gun-mm ; but th e loe.da rehip 
e.ctuolly lay in the honda of serge Droaki and Red Roaa, Daughte r of 
Rovolt . Droski hA.d, it sooms, come up the hard ve3 . Having 
served his app r entic eshi p t\S a Nihilist his P.cti ve caroor hr.d been 
brought to an untimely close uhen a bomb ho wa s pr e parin g for King 
Kar l I s pr edocosso r had pr cme.t ure ly e:i:plodo d and left hi m minus tuo 
legs. Although thus severely hP..ndi capped , i t says much for his 
nd.ministr ative ability tbe t ho uas not only r espec t ed but a.otuolly 
lo oked upon with ef f ect ion by his fellot:1 \':"Orkere. 

Red Roso, on the othe r hMd, il&e everything - end more - tha 1 
n f emale Bolshevik should be: ~bout twenty years of age , slim an d 
gr p.ceful in her carriage, face exquisitely moulded , de voi d of mako-
up , and vivid orimoon l ips . As Ruff aummod it up: " Some class , 
this je .ne. A kisser like a pomegrani to but aof t . A pench all 
righ t 0

• Although holding a high e2ecutive re.nk on the Counci l, 
Rose wo.s by no mec.ns ave r se to tak i ng par t in an act iv e capnci ty. 
It t"leB she , indeed, t1ho rtas to present Karl and bis prospec tiv e wif'o 
ti th th o bomb which uas to expr ess tho Movement ts official dieap ;
pr oval . 

Before th e Royal Nuptials could be ao fit tingly celebra t ed , 
honever, and before Henson Md his essocietee oould f ormul ate a de
finitlte plan of actio n, the tide &t last turned dec isiv ely again st 
Karl . The Army, tired of seething , at last simmered over llJld 
mo.robed on Krskov. Immediately t elmo'3t , the entixe pop ul atio n , und er 
the l eadership of Strogoff , Droski t RoaR and of course Ruff Hr.neon , 
form~d itself into a fig h t ing mob and ,swarmed on Orlov Castle . 
Ironical l y enough, the only loyal sectio n of the armed forces aeemed 
to be th e police fore, but afte r a brief bu t eanguino.ry attempt t o 
ambush t he Revol utionaries, they were ~ept as ide a nd Kar l, left 
m. th only hie immediate en t ourage and t'he cast l e gerriso n, found 
himse l f at last at bay , m. th on l y a r aised drn:r;bri dge between himsel f 
and the vengeance of his long s..1ffering subjects . 

Accordingly, Kru'l prepared to 1111\ke a lea t di tch st and (bearing 
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in mind, of course , that thore was n sec r et oxi t from the castle 
known only to him self). Unfortuna t ely for him , hcmever, although 
the Serbovien army seemed to lack a. number of things , it did in
cl u de heavy artillery in its equipment, and Orlo v castle was soon 
unde r heavy fi r e. After n pnrticularly he ~wy spel l of bombo.rd-
ment, in ,,hich the ranks of th e Doub l e Four r,erc furth er depleted 
by th e pormp.ncnt loss of Tiny Tc.ny and Cn.rfnx Dre\1e , Karl, r eal 
ising that his career as c. monarch hnd definite l y rea.chod its con 
clusion , decided to desert tho r emnpJ1to of h is lcya.l g arri son end 
oscnpe rli th Samaon and Lou Tarrant . 

Her e , bar.ever , Blnke otopp ed in and dealt tho cou p de grace . 
In true Priaoner of ZOnda fashion, having e scaped ,,ith comparative 
ease from the Iron Mcl.den , he lowered t he drat1bridgo and confro nt ed 
tha Ace and the r ornnonts of his cr ew in tho moment of their esoape , 
holding them at bay with a fillls bomb. 

Me3llt7hil e , tho sie go of Orlov Castle had be en br i of but 
bloody, l osses on bo t h sidos being considorn.bl o . Both Droski 
and Stro go f f had been mort ,.l ly wound ed, and it wr.s loft to Ruff 
lie.neon t o rl\.lly th e r ebe l f orces for tho finfl ,l c hargo over the 
drawbrid ge . 

So impressed by h i s cour age , r esource , nnd nbo vo all hie 
gu.nmanehip , ue r o hi s comrades, tha t when Dros k i , rrith his drying 
breath nomina t ed Ruff a.a his successor, ho was accep t ed "Ri t h wild 
entbusi a om. His only potent ial r ivEt.l, Re d Rosa , hA.d from tho 
beginnin g cast a v ery favour a bl o e ye on he r ru gged , no"t";- found 
comrade in arms, R.lld t horo is ovary indicati on that Rugg avowodly 
no l ndies man, recipr oc 8,t ed th o sentiment moro thl'.n so met,ilat. 

Ruff ' s br i e f, hec tic but e ntirely succossful career in 
Scrbovia is uol l worth r. bri of rocapi tulation . $t(I..Ttin g as nn 
Snteri can und orco vo r man, he hn.d been a member of th e King ' a Privat e 
Bodygu a r d , revo l u ti onary lead. e r nnd finally Pre sid ent in appro x
imately a fo rtnight, and r.ithout b e in g able to sp eak a word of 
tho lan gu,.go . 

With th o Ace, Lou Tarrn.nt and Samson Wldor n triplo guard, 
and qitb President Ruff Hanson willing t o naivo all extradition 
formalities, the British public, who had boe n g iven a graphio 
des cription of these proceedings by- Splash Page via 1'Tho Daily 
Radio 11, were fully- justified in anticipating wha t promised t o be 
t he moet momorable trial. of modern times . 

Tho Ace, bc,;;,ovor, t hough bore:ft of hi s thr one lllld th erefo r e 
his iDmmi ty from th o lan, had ye t a card, and a doadily card it 



TI"ae, to pl ay . 
D..iring fl.11 the trouble and turmo il in Serb ovir-.., one member 

of the Double Four , Scr.r la t t i - maste r illusionist and impersona t or, 
hwi r eillfl,in.ed behind in London , holding a t'1atchin8 brief ovor t he 
Ace's a.ff&i r e in Engla,r!d.. On rece ivi ng the news of Sext on Blake ' s 
triumph , the organising of the rescue of the Ace boce.mo all-impor
tan t, e.nd shooing a skil l, daring and organising ability wr tby of 
n. far botter causo , Scarlatti began to pl rui tho A.co' a sonsAti onnl 
oscn.po . 

************** 
TliE BAllBLIIIGS OF BARDELL 

by Vic tor Colby 
It "as 1915 , and !Ira . Bardell was upset . Sho shook he r fist 

at the inoffensive bus t of t he immortal Vidocq which graced a 
ped estal . 

"l wish that was th e Kaiser, al ive an' in the flesh" , she 
docla.red . "Wouldn ' t I pinch 1 is nose for ' im! Ob., these wic ke d 
Gern:ans and the Alleys, and the whole blessed l ot of ' em! A 
eotting at it , and blowing one anothe r to bits wi t h bombs and 
shells and euohl ika as i f they was Kilke nny cats and dogs . The 
Powers should in t er vene an 1 stop the war. It' s disgracefu l their 
looking coolly on uhile mill ions of soldiers ar e rushin g into arms , 
an' falling in • eape on th e gory fie l d of massage ". She depa rt ed , 
slammin g the door . 

"A queer woman, Tinker ! " murmured Sexton Blake . 
1U.J. No. 589. "Priva t e Tinker - A.S.C ." ) 

Mrs. Bardell was doing her early morning du sting e.nd c l eaning 
17hen Bl ake C!lllle in from th e st r eet . 

"Lor ' sir", s he e xclaimed , "'when did you go out? I t hought 
you were st il l abe d. 11 

11I 1 vc give n up sleeping" , Blake r oplied, "it ~astee such a lo t 
of time 11• 

Mrs . Barde ll sniffed disgustedly . "0.,t after them crooks ag1'in 
I suppose " , she remarked. "Why t hey don't koep roepectablo hours 
lik o othe r people , I can I t w:1dorstand . Trs.pesin I about all night 
wi th t hem jimnie e. Fl yin ' i n th o f ace of Provido nco ,. I cal. le i t 11• 

Later th e re c amo a prolon ged rin ging at th e doorbe ll, and 
prosontly ldrs . Br.rd oll 's voice expostu lat ing with th o caller . 

"Ur. Blak:o ' s cngsgod with that Dofoctive Suspeotor Coutts ot 
th o Cr im inal Indigestion Compartment , and cM 't soo no one" . 

_ _ __ _ __ -UI,..L.Jlo.-..1.422-= · - l!i.d.nigh.~).- - -·- ----- --
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}Jf)H)JifOJJJF)fJF) 
Compil e d by HERBl'llT LEX:KEIIBY 

STILL BEING QUClrED: The following pare. . :,.ppoaro d in th o "Record 
llir ror" February 8th ; 

"Pro.ul Whitsun-Jon e s gives l\8'l".in his goofy carica ture 
of an Oriental Chi e f of Pol ice . Ho t:-ots t r emul ously 
about his nimble rotundity remindin g on o of th e classic 
Greyfriars clicbe' i 11Bunt e r 1 s fat littl e l eg s f a ir l y 
twinkled a s be sped across th o quad" . 
Thank s to Cyril Bank s for th e cutting . 

* * * * * 
Northern ( Midland Quiz 

Thi s prov ed rather difficult to jud ge f or wh ereas northern 
t ook th o questions c ol l ectively , fo ur l!.idland momb ors s ub mitted 
s oparnto e .ff orts, in s ovcr cl. inst cnc os diff erin g . 

lioo ovor,. a.ft cr a litt l e brm, t'.,rink.ling I deci de d tha t 
:Yorth c rn came out rather e asy t'ri.nn e r thus : Northern : 13 points , 
Mid land Si poin t s . Evidont l7 th e questions \?er a rather tou gh. 

«· * * * * 
WE' VE A HUl!CXiRIST IN OUR CIRCLE: Le.st mon th I llll1lOuncod that I 
hnd r cc c i vc d t\- 10 myot or io Us and nmus in g l e tters . \7ol l, since I 
h:>.Vo had t hr ee mo:re . ';Ibo fiv e o f th em wer e on sho-v1 .-t th e Loeds 
O. B. B. C. mee t ing and c au e od no litt l e hilnrlty, in fn ct t he bi 0.,eot laugh 
he er d there f or montho . Ther e .-ms n l so a dmir a tion fo r th o artistry 
o f th o unk nO\m wri tcr ( or r,ri t ors ) t h.n.t I t;!;".8 ur ged to gi vo thorn es 
much ep nce as possible in th e C. D. for th e bon ofit of the f r nt crni ty 
a s a v1hol o . 'Holl, I was a ll for i t , so he r e ' s tho story . 

?Jhen I get my mai l e ach morn I C.?lJl usu a l ly t o ll f r om whom 
th ey come oven ub on th o address is typ0'7ritt c n . Ther e we re two 
on J arruary 24th I cou ld not r ecogni se ; on o typowritt on on a. good 
qulUi ty foolscap wbi te onvelopo , tho oth er no nt ly PAdrossod in 
handwriti n g. I ope nod th o .foolacop ono first, th on op onod my ey e s 
i n sur pri se . It boro a pri n ted h.aading , Groyfriare School , with 
address , ' phon e numbor and mcrtbors of tho etaff. Tho typo t'or t he 
nmo Md addrose was " Old Engli eh " just th o vo ry sor t tb~t would 
hev o been used if Groyfrir.rs ha d ox io tod - o. per f ect t ouch . The 
l ctto r was signed B.S. Quelch . I oponc d tho seco nd - it was 
si gned - H. Verno n Smith. And not to k ocp you in suepone c e.n.Y 



longer hero thoy are i n full : 

GREYFR IA R 

Tclophono 
and Tol ogre.me: 
Courtfiold 242. 

S C B O .0 L 

Friardalo, 
Nec.r Courtfiold , 
Kent. 

24 t h January, 1956. 
Door l!r . Lecka nby, 

I trust thet you will excuso tho lib erty I am t,.king in 
socking your assistance in a matter whi ch i e of groat into ros t to 
mo, and i.'hich, I dare hope, may prove of acme small interes t to 
your goodaelf. 

You "111 doubtloss be more that I havo been engogod for eomo 
years in writing a. "History of Croy-friars School". This work 
is no,, app r onoh i ng tho po r iod from 19o8 to tho pc osent day , 11 

phase of Gr eyf r iars history in whioh I fool th et I havo mysolf 
playod a SDall part , 

Under such cir cumstMCOs even schoolmes t cre are apt to ovado 
tho impe.rt iali ty necoasary rlhon doeling m th th o subjoc t . I 
liko to t hink 11ell of all, colle aguo s and boye a l ike, with uhom 
I have dol\linge in my ovc r y-d",)' life 1 no-.ort holose , to peint my 
cht'..X'ect ors corr ectly I would undoubtedly givo ocoa.sion fo r off enoe. 
Mr. Prout would, f or exampl e , be somewhat cmbtt.rra.ssed to loern my 
preciso 11ppreciat ion of hie boori sh ramblings in Common Room. Mr. 
Ha.ckor would most certainly object to t\ colloeguo 1 e analysis of 
an unc ertain tompor in the form room. 

The 11.econdancy of &. more detached point of vierr ovo r my own, 
when dep.li ng ~i th the so Md ot her matt ers of a similar nature, is 
obvious. It is to this end th a t I soek your he l p. 

You a.re, I Wlderst411d, very wal l acquainted with tho Groyfria.r e 
School lif e . Like mysel f , you love and underst r,nd the scene I 
have known f or almost fifty ye ars . Mr. Lookonby, you ere eminently 
suitable to be my collabo r ato r in t hi s enterpriee . 

If you can e.greo t o join me I shall be very happy t o forward 
you copies of correspondenoe from the eohool e.rchi voe . Those 
l ot tor a should provo an addi ti onal aid t o your mm rotontivo mamory. 

I shall ewai t with interest an indi ca ti on of your sgre omont. 
Como, Mr. Leckcnby , l et us togo t hor wri ta Chap t ore GXXX to CXLV, 
tho fine.l but not the least gloriou a pagos of a "Histo ry of 
Gr oy friars School 11. 
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Yours very truly, 
(Signed} H.s. QUELCH • 

............... *** 
Groyi'riars Sohool , 

25 January. 

Donr Mr. Lockonby, 
I hnppen to l oarn ( though plea.so do not ask h017) thnt 

Quolch7 wns enlisting your aid in m-i ting tho last chapters of 
his pot "Hist ory of Gr cyfriers 0 • 

My own opin ion is t ho.t this dreary work should bo spiced up 
e. bit, nnd I am the fGllow to help in tho.t spicin~ up!! For obvioue 
r es.eons no ecknow l ede;ment t o source would hAve to be attributed 
should I supply you with this type of mntorinl . The Credit cnn 
bo al l you.rs ! ! 

SO if you want now light thrown on Prou t s 11adventuree " i n 
th e "Rockiea" ; &cker•s mis or lin eso; Loder's routo at midnighi 
t o tho 0 Thre o Fishers"; "lhmto.r Court" or Price ' s feto t7ith t he 
gee goes, t hon I'm your man! 

Do not rep l y t o tha schoo l - Quolchy sees al l our l etters 
but ad.dr ess mo c/o "Tho Cross Keye". A fri ond t horo uill keep 
ony mail till I C"'1 pay " visit . 

If you can rocogni so n good thing Phan you eoo it try 
"Winsomo Winnio" in t ho Rookha.m Stakes at 3.15 noxt Friday at 
Lantha.m. I got t hat t ip right from th o horses mouth! 

Como, Ur , Lockenby , (as Quelch would ••.Y) let us togethe r, 
you and I, pep up the last r emA.ining ChE".pters of that dreary work 
e. "History of Greyfrip.rs Schoo l 11. 

Sincerely, 
(Signed) H. VERNON Sn'rli • . ......... ............... 

Later came two more lette r s, one from Bunter , need.loss to 
say illiterate e.nd with r.inny blots, e.nd the other from Fisher T. 
Fish offor in g his help , a t a price, Then a f'urtherone from Mr. 
~elch saying he was mmro of his pupils impudenco nnd th e t th ey 
had bean occomnodated \1'ith f ivo hundred linos r.pi ooo . I rogre t 
I cannot find room for these but I cnn assure you they ,ire Bl.I in 
charP.ct or. 

Wol l, I am sure you ~1 1 e.groo tha t our genius has a merry 
m.1 snd hns got right into th o skin of Mr . Quelch , nleo t ha t ho 



-- -------- (75)1---- ------
is tho hand behind thoeo othe r cha.ra.ctere. And in t ho m~ner of 
Sexto n Blake I'll try a little deduction, t hus, 

The QUeloh lett ers wero done on " typem-itor ( if not by him
solf by a lady confc der ato) in a good class buainose office or 
Governmont Department; ju d;ring by th e envelopo probably tho former, 
and t hat thoy t'IOre poste d on tho way home 1o another part of 
London . Turther , tho throe handwritten letters, t houg h there's 
a clevor attempt a:t disguise, W9ro done by th o ono and th o ea.mo 
hand . 

Anyway I invi t o whoever ie weari ng t ho gown of llr . QUolch 1o 
reveal himse l f eo that I can congratulato him on a r on.l r,.,ork o~ 
art, and t o thank him fo r prov iding qui to a number of lau ghs for 
fiftoon mombora of both so:z:oe who had got t oge ther in Looda on a 
wintry ovoning . . ............. ....... 
DO YOU RllWABEl!? By Rog or. M. J onkins 

!lo. 16 - Boye• Fri ond 3d . Librerics Noa. 288 & 328 

Charles Hamil ton Wl'Ote onl y tt,o sto r ies centring around High 
cliffe, but oaoh wBS a veritable jowol and both have nou- bocomo 
colloctore ' items . They woro publishe d in th o Boys • Friend 
cont hly library in 1915, a :,oar in which th o Magnet and Gem tror o 
in a st at o of rols.ti vo doc l ine , but thci- o can bo no doubt about t ho 
oxcellonoe of thcso tvo storios, '7hich wore neve r surpassod b.Y eny
thin& also th o author .-rote in the oarlio r days. 

No. 288 onti tlod "Tho Boy Without R. lfomo" apposrod on NGW 
Yer.r's DAY, 1915, th ough i t h,.d boon writton befol'<l tho outbreak 
of war. Thero wns nothing romnrka ble about tho plot - n new boy 
n,uocd Claro nrrivo d at Higbeliffo on a soholnrahip . His M t oco 
donts were unknown, and bo had boon brought up by a sea. captain . 
Pono<>nby { surely th e most villl\inous aohoolboy Cbnrles Hamil ton 
ever depicted} led a campaign :,g,rlnst him, in which he was abetted 
by the onobbish Ur. Mobbs, who t oedied to all boys who had weal thy 
or arist oc rat i c connections .. This is suffic ient to form th ·e basis 
of a very read.abl e story, one might ai.ppose, but why should it have 
been rated by Charles Hamil ton as one of his very best? The secre t 
lies in the preaen t p.t i on of th e charac t er of Rupert de Courcy, 1;he 
Catorpi ll e.r. 

The Caterpi llar was one of the most fascinating characters 
Charles Hanil t on ever cNated, and was quite wasted at a minor 
aohoo l l ike Highcliffo . Now and ,,11ain 14ap>et r ellders would .c,tch 
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MOther glimpse of him, but he v;as never al l 0\-7ed to pla.y such n 
l,o.rge pe rt R8a.i.n. Cardew of St . Jim ' s WRB bi s neares t coun1e r 
pnrt, but Cardew w" a not almiya preaente d in a aympathetic ligh t. 
The Cat er pillar uaa tho friend of tho r eade r from fi r st t o las t, 
perhaps been.use his enelIIJT uas Poneonby the vi ll ain, not Tom Merry 
the hero . 

The nobod i es of Righcliffe {sons of so li cito r s and doctors 
'who had to uork for a 11 ving) were too much under Poneonby 1 a in
fluence to chum m.th Cln.re , and it ";7RS left to de Courcy to invite 
him tc share his study in this typical manner: "At all events , I 
shall f i nd you an interestin ' study . I shall watch your manners 
and customs and habits, n.nd so on - it Pill be as miusin ' a.s 
keepin' rabbits, and much less trouble . After a term or ao , I 
shall have a real insigh t into tho weys and doin • s of t he br ainy 
worki n ' classes" . (De Courcy could be equally dieooncerting t o 
others: "You see, Frl\llky wasn 't trp.ined like us, dear boy . Frttnky 
was brough t u p ncoordin I to the atorn more.Ii ty of the workin • 
cleasea . He '1 1 never ge t ovor i t . He might knot1 you fo r a 
thousand years , Pon , old scout, and he ' d never telce '\o gamblin ' 
or emokin ' or drinkin • or tell in' liee . It I s a ma.tta.r of trainin ' ) 
Acqua.int6llce ripened into friendship, and in tho end the Cat er 
pillar had tho satisfaction of knom.ng that Clare m,a t he s on of 
Major Court enay , tho rich \UlClo of crhom Ponsonby had hithor t o 
en t ertained high oxpoctations . 

It i e interes ti ng to not e hem the contompo r a:ry Ma.gnats deal t 
with this situatio n. No. 344 ubich appeared in Sep t ember 1914 
mentionod t ho arriv,.l e.t Highcli f fe of a now bey named Clnrc , hut 
the ci roumsta.noee rroro quite difforon t : ho was not a scholn.rship 
boy and his arrival arousod no antBBOnism . This could not haw 
be en our Cl are . No. 37 4 da t ed Apri l 19 15 r o:fe r s tc Cour to n e..r• a 
earlier di fficulties, however , and ie the fi r s t obvi.o u e re f erence 
in the Magne t to •1Tbe Boy Without a NNOO"• 

No. 328 of the llo;ya• Friend Library entitled "Rivals an d 
Chuma" •.rna thnt rare bird - a. se quel whi ch I i ved up to i t a pro 
decesso r. Cou.rtenA,Y ho.d nor; booo me fp~ captain , and Ponaonby 
was full of hntred fo r the nmvcomor <>ho had sup pl anted him . Tc 
add to the fun , Mr. llM!cs bed instal led s rou l ette game in a ho us e 
in Courtfiold, tc r.hich t he Catorp il l ar r.i, s irro s iste.b l y cttr11C t ed. 
In thio sto r y Cbnr l os lltlmilton devoted more sp11<>e then be evo r r.gai n 
pormittod himse l f t o on oxplanotion of roulo tt o, the vnrioue sys t ems 
of the punters. and tho r,ey in which de Courcy realised, s tll8G by 
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et age , that i t was i.mpos:n.blo t o bea t th o bank . Ponsonby r eached 
tho nadir of 'bi s infamous c ar eer when ho informed t he poli co abou t 
Mr. Banks ' ga10ing houao t ho night ho kn ~" do Courcy =uld bo going , 
end th en sent Courtenay :if t er him, hopil'lg t hat they \10Uld both be 
n1Teat cd together . Noodl e es t o sey , ·all hi s pl ottin g came to 
nall8ht, and the sto ry ended with Courtenay dc terrni.ncd never to 
trust his cousin nga.in . 

Thia pair of stories illustra tes , perhaps be t ter than any 
ot her, th '9 es sential quali t y o f ti melessness in Charl e s Ha.mil ton ' s 
wri t ings . Ht'l was not conce rne d Vii th topicalit y , the la.t es t in 
vontio n, th e nevest fed; al l t hese become stale, -r1ear y , and Wl
prof i tabl o overni ght. Topical i ty dates, the latost i nvention is 
soon an eve ryday matter not worthy of comment, P.nd t he newes t fad 
becomes old - f p,.shi oned in a moment. These too Highcli ff o stories 
on the othe r hand, are tirc e lesa because they dolll wi th human natu re 
in its varying facct c ; sinc o human naturo neve r chengos , th ey ro-
1:nl'.in a.s intriguin g today as the y wore for t y yea.rs "e'O• This it 
is th e t "Tho Boy Without a Name" .end "Ri vals end ChW!ls11 bear wit noes 
to th o f act the t Cha.rloa Homil t on ..TOto not fo r th e moment, but f or 
al l tim o. 
*****"********'****"************************************************** lJAGNEl' TITLES (Cont •d) , 1543, l!enaee f ror:, th o Eas t ; 1544, Tho 
Greyfri ar s Cru soes; 1545, Tho Boy Who Couldn ' t Run Str aigh t ; 
1546, Coker Tp.lcoa Contr ol ; 1547, Cokor •a Big Iden; 1548, Sk:ip of 
tho Romovc; 1549, The Outc l\st of tho Sohool ; 155 0, Bnd L•.d Sni t hy ; 
1551, The Bi g B,.ng at Gr oyfri ar o; 1552, The Schoolboy Slouth ; 
1553 , The Runaway Schoo lb oy; 1554, Skip ' s Lucky Brook; 1555 , Bunter ' a 
Orders; 1556 , l'.J Lord Buntor; 1557, King of t ho Caat l o, 1558 Tho 
l'lrai t h of Roynham Castle, 1559 , Lord Bun tor• s llodygu ""'1 ; 1560 , 

=~~*?!~~i**~t,.!!!i!*~;;!:.t.~i:i:;;~~*** ***** .. 
REQUIRED "i!AG!IEl'" 1025, al so about Thirty lluml>ors "BOY'S FRIEND" 
Groon Weokly f or Years 1916 , 192 1, 1922 ond 1923 t o complete volumes 
fo r binding . Also i nt or ost od in 11BOY1S FRIEND" \Vooklios for 
yoara 1916/1920 end 1924 t o ond . HI GH CASH PRICESOFFifED also 
CONSIDER OFFIBINC RED "l.!J.GNErS" (pro 1914) and "ROOKl'/OOD" S.0 . L' s 
in EXCH,i!IGE or PART EXC!UJIGE. R. H. HUllTER, C.UXA POSTJ,L 366 , 
SAflT°.S, E5'.1'ADO DE SAO p J.ULO, BR.;ZIL. 

Fal EXCH/JiGE ONLY: 50 "Ca!S" botwce n 1934/39, 4 "P OPUIJ.RS" (2nd 
Sorios). List on applice.t i on t o: B. l!ORLEY, 4 DMfETHORPE VALE, 
SHERWOOD, NCJrTINGH!J!. 
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Set by Eric Fp.vna. 
We hope that solving this 
puzzle may provi de you 
with five minutes • amuse
ment . Just to ndd to tho 
interest, a post Rl order 
for 5/- m.ll be pos t od to 
the aonder of the firs t 
co rr ect solution ope ned 
by tho Dii tor. 

If you do not rn.sh to 
cut your C. D., make a. 
careful copy of tho 
aqua.re . 

************* 

% '% ~,,; ~ i ?a1 ACROSS 1. Could be o 
~-tlu er of Greyf riara. 

8 . Toro !.!erry & Co. bad the wind up over the Alps in 1939 . 
10. Masters s<1im around in the Ryll and the Sark . 13 . Harry 
Wharto n sometimes had one rli th Ur . Quel ch. 14 . A hundred had , 
in Africa. 15. Add to it from Geor ge Kc= . 17 . See 31 down. 
18 . I t mig ht be thua. 19. Dixon of the old detective toles . 
20. Gor e l o ses hi s hors e . 21. To bo silen t, aa Mons. 'Charpentier 
might express i t . 22. Tho start and finish of Gr eeno. 23 . 
Could this describe ono of Frank Hu~-ont' s worries? 24 . This, 
i :i Kerr, is to make a mistake . 25. An acquaintance of Sex ton 
Blake . 28. Bunt er likes his well-lodan . 29. Major Cherry• e 
came from his army days . 30. Seo 7 . 31 . Fish sh ould bo 
accuatomod t o this . 32 . This f ollow has a lo ng nos e , n.nd is 
thr e e-quart ers strange . 33. Linl e y, that hRTd worker, losoa 
his toa, end he lp s t o mako tho whools go roun d . 34. Nipper i s 
the noted one at St . Frank• s. 3 5. Seo 7. 

DO;l!i 2 . Lovell at homo. 3. Where tho Northern Branch l oads ! 
~ Force . 5. Exhausted, and ends up with a bolidey . 6. Eggs, 
but no concern of Fisher T. 7 . (with 3Q cl: 35). Horr Martin 
Clifford ' s riork uas once described . (five rror ds , 3, 5, 5, 1, 3) • 
..9.. Horr Gane t1asn 1 t one apparently . ~o. lliss Meadows had one in 
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the BnckT,'Oods. 11. Speed from uhich Bunter at e . 12. The r everse 
of a schoolboy lark . 16 . Neu House impers onat or. 19. A repo rt 
from 25. 21. SUrely the pri nce of assistants . 22 . He wr ote 
prolifi c ally of Sexto n Blake . 23. Tom llerry ' s p al seems to bo 
singular. 24. Bloomer made by Kerr or Fi ggin s. 26. He put 
Billy Bun tor doon tho well . 27 . Tho umpir e pu t it on . 28 . A 
sup or stit i ous object .. Shades of "Rose Marie" ! 31 (wi th 17) 
Ra.zoldcne l acke a beck one . 34 . Dcfi n i t ol y mA.Bculine p.!'l.l't of 
the Shel l . 

Sol ution , and name of prize - \·;innor in our noxt issue . 

*• •• If Ii ..... . ...... ........ ****"**********"'*"**"** .... ****ff-**" **"********* 

J\Je/son [ ee 
edumn . · .. .. 
By J ACK WOOD, 

••• 
* 

NOSTAll, 328 , Stockto n Lene, 
YCllK. 

I don I t know obout anyone else , but I am m-i ting thie mont h • e 
Column in surroundings as Dll<m'bOwid as anyth i ng l"~hich ove r appeared 
i n the page s of t he Compan i on Pape r s . 

snort ovory,.:-here, and mor e falling with a pareis t enoy which 
would have done credit to ah:iy Searl es Brook e at b is most descriptive . 
Shades, indeed , of the fani l iar Chr i stmas numbers! 

Wha t ~ith the woatho r and the ef f octe of tho pr i nt ers • dispu t e , 
I aoem to ha vo beon rushed off my f oot l at oly , so I hopo my co r res
pon dents wi l l o.xcuee llXI if I seem l ongo r than usua l in r oplyin g t o 
any l otto rs. In t ho circume t snccs , I BID very gra t efu l fo r art i cl es , 
bot h r occi vod and promised, as 1 t t1ill bo a mon th or tt7o bofo r o I 
Oll'J find tho leis ur e fo r tho nocee s ai'Y rosoa.roh t o con t inua our 
t our of tho St . Frank 's countryside . 

Herowi th
1 

t he n
1 

tho fi r st of a numbor of on j oy Rbl c article s I 
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havo in hAAd and a w<'.XID welcome to nn old friond. 

THE STRENGTH AllD V!EAKNESS OF EDWY SEIJU.ES B?..JOKS 

by Frank umnn 
Thia is not a. comparison between Frank Richards and F..dwy 

Searles Brooks; their i nd ividual styles are so d ifferent that 
comparison would be ridiculous, as ridiculous as comparing the 
styles of Stanley lfattbetl's and Tom Finney, or Len Hut to n and 
Dennis Compton . Frank Richards has hie coillltless admi r ers , so 
has Brooks , togethe r with fflal'lY ilhO dislik e his work intensely ... 
!.!uch of nha t I have to say wi ll not mee t ,71 th the agreement of my 
very goo d friend, Noman Pragnell, al though Norman will be the 
fi rs t to acknowledge my great af fection for the St . Frank • s 
stor i es , E.lld I should lik e , if poss ibl e, to stimulate some friendly 
argument betr-veen the Nelson Lee stalwarts of the Old Boys• Book 
Cl ub. 

lJy very first Nolaon Lee Wa3 a school - adventure story, and 
e.s Brooks excelled at th is s ort of thing, perhapo that is miy the 
11. L . became my first love . Brooks possessed a very livoly imag
ination, t o say the loaet; he had the gi f t of surprising the 
r eade r rrith a tot al ly un expected outco me of Some situation , a gif t 
whioh \788 so sadly 1-~king in some of his co nt emporaries , and, 
al though I have a.lwaye been n :fervent cdmiror of Frn.nk Richards 
and a l l his "r10rks , I do not r emember rending one single ye.rn of 
his "rthich oontll.ined .:m e nding that did not conform to my expecta 
ti ons . Brooks very often gave me that ext r n thrill. His power 
of descripti on was vivid , nnd this, coupled with his lively imag -
in at i on , helped even his l ost - \-70.rlds to become a lmo st renl. I 
must conf e ss , th ough t to my very solid nnd realistic brain, much 
of this typ e of wor k uas far-fetched, Rlld very often Brooks l\'as 
CArried ar,ay by sheer enthus i asm from a grand advent uro - atory t o 
such a height of fantasy a.a to make t he yarn rather ri.d.i..culous. 
It is, howe ver, so easy t o ori ticise from t he ripe old age of 39; 
th e fact remains that at t he age of 14 or 15 this wns ,a fA.ul t of 
Brooks which added spice to the sto ries . Cortainly , no yam of 
his ever descended t o such n shambles a s the .rocent Quatermass I It 
much llS so many people profess to have enjoyed i t . At 14 we 
alway s enjoyed the impossible and the supernaturAl, and ,10 acce pted 
1 t because w-e uoro schoolboys sharing in the hnir-rnising adven
tures of Nipper and Handforth and Nelson Lee Rlld the othe rs . 



E. S. B' a "lost world" masterpieces were not eo impossible when one 
considers that even now there are expert6 who still believe tha t 
s omewhere in South Ar.lerica there l ies a Lost World, completely out. 
off from civilisation by high moWltains and huge mamps. Becauee 
I consider this very far-fetched does not mean that such a place 
does not exist, perhBJ)s rather the reverse , in fact . 

When .Brooke concentrated on school stories he soon discovered 
th at ho was r ea lly expert at this, too . Perhaps it uas natural 
that st. Frank ' s College , in Suseex, fascinated me far more than 
Greyfriars end st. Jim ' s, even though today there is nobody more 
thoroushly at tached to these schools as my!elf. liis gif t o f 
characterization wa.a immense, his mouldi ng through the years of 
such magni fic ent characters as H8l"ldforth , . Reggie Pit t, Fatty Little, 
Archie Gl enthorne and Vivian Travers ~as the vrork of an expert of 
his e ra.ft . One could imagine almost exactly wha.t Handy looked like 
even rn. thout seeing his picture . The ancient walls of St . Frr.nk' a 
were more real to me than those of PIJ.Y other schoo l in fiction . 

Yet l wish to write about his weaknesses a lso, and among his 
greatest r1eaknesses l1as Nipper . Now ther e are raany of Brooks' 
gr.as.test admirers who consider Nipper to be his ti.nest oreation , 
e.nd I most respect their opinions . To me he l'JM e. f ir st -class 
bore, e: "smart Alec" , a youth who possessed mol"e knowl edge of all 
and sundry than was reasonably possible, and one who was never at 
fr.ul t 1 whose judgement nev er failed him. Mwy a good story has 
been completely ruined fo r me by t he sickening complacency of the 
great flipper , and this was even uo re e when the yarns r;e r e "told by 
Nipper himself". Che other uea.knesa of the school ya.ms woe the 
annzing reformetion of R&l.ph Leslie F\J.lluood . A more despicable 
end coc,ardly character has never appeared in school boy fiction, 
m. th the possible exception of the notorious Pon ., and yet here 
uao fu l lwod in so short a. time becoming one of the rnodela of the 
st. Frank ' s Remove. Rather too much to swal l ow, I'm afraid . Just 
imagine Pon. becoming a model of virtue in a matte r of weeks ! 
Brooke r,as nther impu1si ve, like his great Ed\7ard Oswald Handforth, 
and F\J.llv10od t he Good nae not nearly ao gre at a charac t er as 
Fulh,ood the Rot t er. 

E. S. B. was never bet t er tbnn in hie Christmas Numbers . Nobody 
else could hold a candle to him ,'\t this . His Christmas aeries 
featuring the ee r ie Ezra. Quirke wns the finee't of its kind I he.ve 
re nd. Again, his accounts of the inevitable ghostly visi ta tiona 
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were often ve ry f,::,.r-fetched, but who cares for this when the snow 
is piling up outside on Christmas Eve, M d the wind is moaning , 
and you are sitting by ::i. bl nzing firo Vlith the Chris tmas Uumbor 
in youir hnnda an d n dish of fruit, p.nd nuts .111d mince-pies a.t 

~your feet . Talk in g about surpriso endings , it would h .!.ve been 
r;onderfu l if , just for ono o, th o Ghost of RA.ithmorc Castle, or 
tho Phantom of Clenthorne LU".nor, or th e Spectr e of Handforth 
TOW'ors hA.d turn ed out to be - - o. ro cl ghost! 

I havo nluays coneid or cd Nel son Leo himao l f to bo Brooks ' 
greatest cre!'.tion , So much so t hat bad he concentrated on this 
character in purely detective-yr.rm, he would hA.vc proved to hc..vo 
been as bi g e success on t he m:i.rket as Sexton Blake . Lac we.a 3. 
superb chaactor; whe n I gn.s n. boy he wns my hero , not Dick 
Turpin, or Buffalo Bi ll, or Sexton Blclce, or the Rio Kid. But 
what a waste of tal ont when ho finally took up the hum-drum pro 
fossio.n of house-m..1.ntcring , And ulti m~tely hoad~n.stering nt St .. 
Frenk ' s • .' St . Frank ' s, mind you ,. would no t have bee n tho some 
wi t hout him, and ye t I cr..nnot imngi..nc such n fe.moua detec t ive , 
with a hon.rt craving for excitomont Md advonturo , s e ttlin g down 
ponnanontly t o a. l ife of bored om in th o hoa.rt o f tho count r y . 
Ad.mi ttodly thor o wor e ozci tements to b r eak the monotony fo r him , 
end th en t here wero the Great Flood and t ho Gron.t Fire , but horo 
ag.o.in Brooks demonstrnt od a weolcnees of hi s - ir.l.pulsi venoss. On 
tho other hnnd, ho sh01,vod his groa t gifts n8ain in the cr oution 
of th o lovable Lord Dorrimoro nnd th o strong, sh r owd Umlosi . 

I hr..ve attempted to show soce of E. s . B1 s ffllll ta, as well as 
his great qualities. So mM.,V peopl e a r o blin d t o the faults of 
t he ir heroes and idols . Brooks oort ai nly possessed his share of 
f nu l ts , sometimes very annoying ones . Don' t al l orr this, however, 
to blind us to his great gift of being able to u ri to, ni th equn.1 
success, a ecb oo l-etor y , a. school-detective s t ory , a school ad -
ven tur e story, or a purely de tective story. And if , by some 
rvond erful chance , all th e pre-'rlar pe r iodion.la were to appear in 
the sh op - windov,s again, I <fOUld ogain be ono of the fi r st in tho 
queue , perhaps sligh tly behind llorman Pragnel l, not for the tiRgt1et, 
nor the Gorn, but for th e good old Jlelaon Lee. For , doapi te my 
critioiama, Ed.tty Searles Brooks t'/1.11 nlT"layS b o my favourite schoo l 
atory writer, and St . Frank's th e finest schoo l of thorn. nl.l • 

.. * * * * 
(NOTE, As 11111 be soon from the London Club report, Frank Ley 
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is in touch with E. E. Br iecoo tho artist who drew tboao splondid 

skctcboe of schools in the Nelson Loo Library . Dovolopmonts 

will be '7atchod ,ti th i n t or oat. H. L. ) 

l l 111 I lfl I l l********** .. ***** ... ************ ******** ****I 1111 I I I I I I 

8/d Boys' Book etub 
LONDON SECTIOlf 

A &n0",1"atorm did not dotor an oxcellcmt and dist ingui she d com

pany of cGOJbors attending chairman Lon • a l\bOdo at Eaat lulmoh on 

Sundey , February 19th, after an interval of eight months , laat 

meeting bore wne in Juno of la.st yefU' . Tho host back: to norr.lt'.l 

good hoaltb is to be congratulated on " very fine end hap py 

meeting during l"lhicb much "'"" o.ccompliehed, Highlight ,;as Charlie 

Wright ' s reading on "Memories and Highligh ts of the London Club". 

Grea.t app l r..uao greet ed the r oad.or at tho con·clusion . HEUnil toni an 

section of library was report ed by Rogor Jonkins t o bo doing good 

businoss . Frank Vernon -Lay gave ri. good account of the Iielson 

Leo aeo tion, full list of what o,.n bo bor= od l"Jill opper.r in tho 

club • e ntm"shoot . Ho sta t ed that tho popular Ezra QU.irkc scrios 

he.s quite a dollW!d a.'ld finally ho geV9 the good na,,a that ho baa 

finally looatod E. Briscoe, tho famoue ortist of tho "llolson Leo 

and tho Gem". Follcn'1ing a 8'0od quiz thet rms compiled at tho 

mee ting by Bob ~ibi ter a very good general d.isouasion took place 

as to t'Uture program>es and in t his matter 119ry good progress wes 

made , l!My thanks Josie and Lan for a very enjoy,.blo meeting 

even if r,e had to go home in tho snow with the Sou th London vi etas 

ramind.ing us of the uintry ecenos of the various qunde and tho 

famous Triangle e t St . Frank'• · llaxt ceeting a t Wood Creon on 

Sund,.y , March 18th , 4 p . a,. 
UNCLE BENJ.Al!IN • 

.. * • * * 
IIORTIIERN sm'I'ION MEEl'IilG1 FEBRUJ,.RY 11t h 

Doepito th e cold wenthor ond the snow, l'. orot"1d of fiftoon 

gatherod round a ohoerful looking fire in tho Club Room. 

Buainoss matters wore eoon dealt with and "W"O t hon sot t lod bnck 

in our ohaira to l iston t o Horbert givo his t l\lk on "14ya ol1' and th o 

C. D. " Horber t started his talk long before tho C. D, , baok in th o 

pre~ar daye when ho ueod to oorrof'J)ond wi. th r.bou t Mother ~alf 

dozen collootore ! Ho told us ho~ thoee ~d grn.duelly incron.aod 
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A.nd -r,hon tho S.P . C. wns ouspondetl ~ ing to the illness of Bill 
Gu,der tho c.D . r1as started ,".s a kind of stop g~p . But , ne 
Horbe rt continued, it t"1as such n succoas thn t i t un.s doc i dod t o 
carry it on ns n rcgul e.r monthly mAgr..zino . ill tho joys , thri l ls , 
trials and tribulations would take too long t o toll her e , bu t let 
us hop o t hat Horb ert r1ill r,rito an a.rticlo on it for a. future 
Annual. All too ooo n Herb ert lcmod bnck nnd ci.nnounc od that ae 
it rni o nor ; eigh t o 'c lock ho thought he oug ht to closo . Of course, 
uo didn ' t egroc wi'th him, so int erestin g hed hie tn.lk be en , no ono 
had notic ed h0t7 t ho clock was going round . 

After rcfroehmcnts, r,e had ou r yearly Bunter Drive , th o winners 
this timo boing stanley Smith , mysolf nnd Miss Jackson in t ha t 
ard or. 

Al l too soon i t ua.s t ime for tho li brttry to be pnokcd nwny and 
f or us all t o dopp.rt our various wa:fs unti l next month . 

Noxt ooc ting, ifa rch 10th Roge r Jenkins • Mnue l vi'oi t. .n 
b i g a tten dance is hoped. for . 

R. HODGSOII, 
!Ion . Soc. 

MIDLtJID SECTIOll EEETillG , JJJIUAflY, 30th 

The r o rrer e two maijor itoms on tho li.gonda fo r this evenin g; 
n~.mol y tho Nort he rn Quiz, Md our Hoadm.asto r• s def onc o of H~J!lilton 
st or i e s. 

The usual preliminaries disp ose d of , we wer e soon stuck in t o 
the quiz . Tho stuckfulness r,ea t errific , although tv:lth th e ex -
cep ti on of n ffJ'. 1 r e al teasers th e questions -r-rora very .fl\ir t>Jtd 

reasonable and ind ee d int e r e sting . Jfuch .!'\fflUsement uns caused by 
helpful prompting by , of all peopl e , ou r :Sig Boak . 

Afte r refreshments ue ga thered e.gn:i.n t o hoar Mr . Ingram ' s 
reply t o TreP.suror Normen .. M.r. Ingr rm bcgen -r,ith a for, general 
r emarks on tho excollencc of Frank RichA.rds ' m>rk, nnd claimed that 
i t hnd stood the greatest of all tests ; the teat of ti.mo . 

But the beet wo;y of dcmons tr :tting li ternry mcri ts is to l e t 
the autho rs speak for th omsolvce; so llr . lngrp.m intended to give 
two compa r eti ve r e,uiings ehol?ing how Finnomoro nnd Richo:rda ma.do 
thei r r e spective hoadmP.etora conduc t n. judic i,!U. enq u iry . 

Unfortuna t e l y timo only ponni ttod. of ono reading . \':io hnvo 
honrd much roc ontly about Todd,y Lester• s Schooldeya, so this ronding 
r ola t od how Dr .. Bn.lshnr;, of Sl.!'l.pton School onquircd into a Ce.so of 
~ll egod thoft by Toddy Lestor . 



------------{85 ) ------- ---

V/o nro to hear "tho other roading as to hem Dr. Locke enquired 
into a charge agai nst Bun.tor at a. later dat a . But quit e clear ly 
Dr. Locke m>uld novor out rage tho canons of ne.turnl ju sti ce in tho 
v,ay Dr. Belshaw did . On no more 11evid0nce" t han an anonymous 
lot tor Toddy was al.randy assumed t o bo guilty . Cn a much loss 
serious matte r of breaking bounds Teddy 'was askod sever~ times t o 
name his companions.. Definitely no1 Grcyfriars style , oi t her to 
aaSUllJ3 a man guilty until he ie proved innocent or to encourage 
enoaking. 

But t1e must uai t a whilo t o hoar haw Dr. Locko 11grills 11 Bun tor . 

EDIVARD DAVEY• 
------o oOoo----

JlERSEYSIDE SECTION 

12th Febroar,y, 1956 

The ma.in t opic for discussion ~a.a the forthcoming Exbibi t i on 
of Old Boys Books t o be held at Bootle Art G,.ll ery and J.!useum 
from J.pril 9th - 21st. The Chairman stated all arrangomente had 
been made and Mr . Hardman, the Director of the Library had confessed 
to r eading Nelson Lee in his you t h, and would assist us in every 
possible way. Final details will be discussed at next meeting . 

Tho latter part of th e evening ue.s devoted to a "Find the 
Link" Quiz, which was not so easy as it appoarod . It rrae plea.sing 
to se e Jim Walsh e. rr.i.nner again , but only by t ho narr0\'1 margin of 
one point over Pat Le.ffoy . The Club ere very anxious t o secure 
son» ne11 books for the Library (particularly s. O.L' o) . Can any 
reader assist? If so, a l ine to Don Webst er r.ould be ansuered 
quickly. ):Oxt Mee ting - SUNDAY, MARCH 11th - 7 . 0 p. m, prompt • 

............... ***** ........ ******"*** ****H-*****'***""********'************* 
S A L E , "YOUNG llRITAIIIS" Nos. 51 to 87 and 103 to 128 {All coneec,: 

"BOYS REAL1!", New Series, lloe. 2 to 40 ( 1927) ( Consec . ) 
"SKIPPERS" 49 copies 1932-4 0 
ALL GOOD CONDITION 6d . each . Pos t Extra. 
CHt.1!!'!011 A!lllUiJ.S 1938 , 194 0, 3/6 oac h and pos t'!B"• 

\'/ A N T E D : "YOONG BRITil!l" No. 32, Jan, 17th , 192 01 

Noe. 185 to finish of aeries, 
NEW SERIES Noe. l to 161 19. 29 , 351 371 39 (1923= 24 ) 

J .R . S'ilhN, 3 FIF'l'H AVWUE, P[J)DINGTOII, LONDON, il .1 0. 
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.IJ'?REC:UTION 
.BOX 

c/o Roya.1 Mail .'lgoncioa {Brnz.J.1 ) Lt d., 
Brazil, South .America.. 

10th February, 1956. 

'/ery many thanks for your tw o letters d3ted the 28th Jan . 
and 5th Fob . 

ilthough I do not nor: require the extr a copy of 11C. D. 1.nnual 11 

{owin g to tho origin e.l one having turned up) I must thank you vory 
rnuch indee d for the ki nd off or cont aine d in your firs t latter when, 
on r ooeiving my 11s. o. s. ", you immediately off ored to hc:ve an orl r a 
copy mado up for me. This ie th o sort of thing one has grown t o 
expect from you ovor th o years but j ust in c a.so you sh oul d ever 
think that all this is taken for granted, p l ease acc e pt rny assu r
ance th l'lt so far ae I r.m conc omed, this is definitely- not t ho 
case . One doesn 1 t write much ~bout these thin gs but bolievo mo 
Horbort, I was deep ly t ouch ed by your utter devotion to the hobby 
and roed.inose t o he lp a follow collector Md I am very gr.:it o:ful. 
I shan ' t ao;,r M;f mor e on this subjoct bu t I real l y moe.n this - and 
°thanks RgP.in o 

Yours sinoora ly, 

RC!l".\LD HUl!TER. 

( It wanned my he art on a wintry day . H.L . ) 

Dear Si r, 

************** 
Ct.N YOU HELP? 

14, A. M.Q. , R.A. F., 
Dust on, lfo\7Castlo on Tyno. 
31.12.55. 

I he ve been advised to rr.ri to to you by l.1r. John Derry of 
Nottinghnm . · He suggests that you might b e ab l e t o he lp me in a 
r n"ther difficult quest. 

Early in 1934 I had a story accepted by Thomson • s of Dundeo, 
o:nd it was published in ono of their boys• papers (1.dyenture , 
Rov er or Wiza.rd) somotimo during thr.t yea.r . Tho title used t7fl.S 
'J erry ' s Jo lt from the Blu0 11

• 
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I novor DWl"8ed to aoe it in print, although I did try. I 

sh oul d lik e very much to obtain " copy o f the papor containing the 

story and I would pay a good price for a. 
I know it would not be eaay to tr1100, but I obould be oxtremely 

gr,.teful if you could ge t me a c,opy or ouueo t MY' moans of gottin« 

ono. I havo al road;, tri ed Thomeone r.1 thout auccese. 

I am hazy about dates, but think that it oould haw boon ~ 

woolt in 1934. 
I hopo that you may bo ablo to help me ,md look fol'llard to 

hearing from you. 
Your o fa1 tbtu lly, 

J . L . lloroFF • 
... .. . . . 

R!.THER LATE Ill THE DAY 
63 Fif t h Awnuo , 
O,ioon' s P,u:t., 

JM o 9th. London , W.1 0. 

Do&r llr . Lookenby, 
I m>rlt a t "W.R. Smith & Sono" and porhapa tho followin« incid

ent r,h ioh happened last woolc m>uld make a "Par " for tho C.D. 

Vlhilat eorving on tho bookatlll l a man c,..o up and asked qui to 

calmly for a copy of the "llagn ot" . I th ought , (aa you muat think ) 

he muat bo oithor 1noano or pulling my log , so I called tho manager 

ond tho ouatoJDOr ropoatod his domand t o him. &n boing told tho 

MagilO't ocaaod public ati on in 1940, he aoomed qui to aatoniah od. Ho 

then aakod it t he re waa snothor publication liko that, e . g. th o 
11Gom11 or "POJ)Ul&l"". Qi being told again that t hose papers ceased 

publica ti on long ago he r,on t sn:, qui to mystified. I do not know 

whothor you will boliovo this or not bu t I oan quito truthfully aa:, 

that 1t rolllly did happen! 
Yours a incoro l,y, 

R. V. G.ARTII • (Ja,. ). -

........ ~ ...... !... • ~---·-! . ~ ...... ~ .... 

" OFFERS IIIVITED FOR A CLEAll COPY OF THE lill!IATURE "IIAG!Wl"' of 1911 . 

TH<USO!I, .58, l30SWALL TERRACE, EDIIIJ3lll!GH. 

roii:"·s:;.:i:i;···· .. Boye' Friend L1brar1aa , 1at aor1 oa , 2/3 oaoh. 2nd ·;;,ri~• 

lf 4 o"°h• Post Froo . J . HEPJ30Rll, l SIXTII AVSIUE, BLYTH, 

ll'Olll'IIIJKIIEBLAllD. 
• • • • • * * 
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IT SURPRISED FRANK RIC!IARDS! 

February 25 t h , 1956. 
Dear Herbert Leckenby , 

I was very- 111Uch interested in Bil l Lofts I letter in the late et 
C.D. Hinton certain l y was a rn-iter so '7011 as an editor, but I 
did not know that he was 11Prospe r Howard". It is curious that he 
never told me, for he often discussed. tho matter with me t I rem
ember th at he put that name on my story "The School Under Can..-aa", 
explaining that extraordinary proceeding by sayin g th at it '7os to 
give Howard a 11leg-up 11

: and on another occas i on he made me write 
a "Grammar Schoo l 11 s t ory to be inserted in a aeries then zun.ning, 
t o 11give o. spot of _lif'e to itrr ,. . From which I certainly couldn ' t 
haw gue seed that he we.a the author himself. Authors are not 
often eo modest about their works ! 

Vlith kindeet regards , 
Very sincere ly-, 

FRABK RICHARDS. 

********·** ....... **'********************************************** *'* 
THOSE I ANNUJ\11 SUBS. I l e ft this p!!l'. until the very last moment 
in th e hope th et I should be able to report that the thirty sube . 
outstanding las t mont h llad all come in. Unfortunate ly they 
hav 1 n•t, for just half have been paid . Howewr, if we can make 
t h e same progress during this month I'll start =i ting my next 
ch at in relieved and hnppy mood. 

Just o t1ord about another '.Annual' matter. There seems to 
bo a pretty strong body of opinion that it is unwise to publiah the 
voting figures . \Tull, I ag r ee th a t there• s something to be sai d 
for this poi n t of view so "° 1 11 drop thorn . Por sonally, I did foel 
ra t her embarrassed about publishing them last month , but it just 
happened that way . 

I hope, hOW'evur, that y ou will continue to send in t he forms 
with th o more oommonts the better, for they ar e a.11 useful t o me . 
I can also assure contributors tha.t every artiolo reoei Wd strong 
suppo rt and tbore was hardly any oriticism, e:mopt that the usua l 
too much or two litt l o on some particu lar to pic,, -.,hicb goos to 
prove tha.t you can' t please e'YDr yone hundred per con t. 

* * * • * * .. 

YORK WPLICATD!G SERVICES, 7, Tho Shambl es , York. Tel, 25148 . 


